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steamer European* She was carrying a cargo of nitro-glycerine in
addition to other munitions, which wore to bo sent across the
isthmus of Panama to the Pacific Ocean. This accident caused
the loss of seventy-four lives besides considerable material damage.
A little later in the same month another consignment of nitro-
glycerine exploded which had been carried the same way by boat
to San Francisco. This explosion occurred in Wells, Fargo & Co/s
warehouse, which was destroyed xvith the loss of fourteen lives.
A little earlier (on the 4th March, 1866) another serious explosion
had occurred at Sydney in Australia, which completely obliterated
a warehouse in which two cases of nitro-glycerine had been stored,
and caused several neighbouring houses to collapse. The data
regarding the loss of life in this explosion are conflicting. The
Kriimmel factory itself was destroyed by an explosion early in
May, 1866.
This series of disasters naturally caused an (mormons sensation,
and the public were highly suspicions and quite terrified of the
new explosive. In several countries the authorities felt it necessary
either entirely to prohibit the manufacture or possession of nitro-
glycerine, as was done in France and Belgium, or, as was done
in Sweden, to prohibit its transport (by a royal decree of the 24th
July, 1868). In most countries the carriage of nitro-glyccrme by
rail was prohibited, while in some, as in England, the handling
and use of the substance was made subject to such strict regulations
as in practice to amount to prohibition.
It is said that Sobrero was so much upset by all these accidents
that he bitterly lamented that he had ever come to make this
dangerous substance.
Alfred naturally received appeals from all quarters. On the one
hand these events had terrified those whom he had succeeded in
interesting in the exploitation of his discoveries, and on the other
hand he enjoyed the reputation of being the only person who
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